“ These were more noble than those of Thessalonica, in that they received the WorD 
with all readiness of mind, and searched the Scriptures daily, whether those things were 
30.” — Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.””—Acts, xvii. 11. Thes. v. 21. 
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We have received from John P. Dur- 
bin, of “ Augusta College, Kentucky,” a 
communication, complaining of our un- 
fair treatment of a sermon preached by 
him in S. Carolina; making “ partial quo- 
tations,” “misrepresenting” his “ mean- 
ing,” and not giving his “arguments at 
all,” &c. &c. 

It was our intention to have continued 
eur strictures on this sermon, in succeed- 
ing numbers, and thus noticed his “ argu- 
ments” at some length, but the paper 
containing the sermon was taken away, 
and we were prevented from treating the 
arguments “boldly and fairly.” But we 
regretted this the less, as the subject of 
the atonement had been pretty fully “in- 
vestigated” in the first and second vol- 
umes of the Berean, and in a pamphlet 
entitled “Sandy Foundation Shaken”; to 
which we refer the complainant. Here 
he will find the “efficacy” of his “ argu- 
ments” put to the test, and the “ weak- 
ness” of his cause exposed. 


SPIRIT OF ORTHODOXY. 
Extract from the Eastern Argus. 


“We insert below the proceedings of a 
meeting of a respectable number of our 
fellow citizens, held at Gray, for the pur- 

ose of expressing their sentiments in re- 
ation to the character of one of their 
neighbours, a respectable physician, late- 
ly deceased, and whose memory and 
mily they considered abused and in- 
sulted by the Clergyman called on to offi- 
ciate at his funeral. We could scarcely 
have believed, that any Clergyman in the 
state could have been capable of such im- 
propriety of conduct on such an occasion, 
as to have excited the general reproba- 
tion of solarge a number as were pre- 
sent, a number unusually large, on ac- 
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count of the great esteem and respect 
with which the people in Gray and the 
adjacent towns, regarded the deceased. 

“Ifthe gentleman alluded to has any 
thing to offer in justification or explana- 
- of his conduct, our columns are open 
to him. 


“* At a meeting of the citizens of Gray, 
and the adjacent towns, held at Gray on 
the 2ist inst. pursuant to public notice, 
Wm. Megquier, of New Gloucester, be- 
ing chosen Chairman, and John Dolley, of 
Gray, Secretary— 

“It was unanimously voted, That a 
committee of three be chosen to report 
the views and object of the meeting. It 
was voted that Shadrach Humphrey, 
George Latham, and C. H. Humphrey, 
Esquires, of Gray, be that committee. 
The committee made the following re- 
port: 

“ ¢ Whereas the death of our much es- 
teemed neighbour and fellow citizen, Pe- 
ter Whitney, M. D. of Gray, has not been 
made public, nor due respect paid to his 
virtues, which we hold in grateful remem- 


brance, and deem worthy of public notice, 
| your committee have a it expedient 
to prepare the following brief sketch of 
his life and character, with an allusion to 
the funeral discourse, for publicat.on.’ ” 
This report is too long to insert at full 
length. It states, in substance, that Dr. 
Whitney had a very extensive practice ; 
was very attentive to the foor ; moder- 
ate in his charges, and much respected 
and beloved as a physician. As a man, 
although sometimes he “ indulged in un- 
guarded expressions,” his conduct was 
“governed by reason and benevolence.” 
— Jealous of the influence of superstition, 
he was aman of freedom in thought, of 
general intelligence, and a firm believer 
in the Christian religion. He placed na 
great stress on doctrinal tenets, but was 
partial to those of Lucas and similar wrir 


ters. Towards the close of life he was 
deeply sensible of the solemnities of his 
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THE RETROGRESSION. 


situation. For the last 24 hours, he | 
seenied 
his family and fricnds in prayer to the 
Supreme Being that through the merits . 
of the Redeemer, he might be forgiven 
the errors of his life, and clothed with a 
garment of fitness to meet his Creator, — 
and to mingle with the spirits of the just.” 

[The above proceeding was had in a , 


wholly in devotion ; uniting with | 


ing outward means whatever, and fully 
answering the character given it by Je- 
' sus himself, who declared that it would 


| lead its followers “INTO ALL TRUTH.’ 
_ This view of the subject is abundantly 
| confirmed by all the writings of the So- 


ciety, issued within the time of which I 


| am speaking. 


It was to the immediate dictates and 


cou:try where people, a little more than | 
one hundred years ago, were whipped at | 
the carts’ tail, cropped, and even hanged | 
for their religious ofinions. 
much has been done, much remains yet \ 
undone. Railing. and defamation, and | 


talsehood, still stalk abroad, in open day, | 
even in this a/ways tolerant country of | 
Penn, against the diving—azainst those of | 
Uispoited Lite ; ana exhibit the fruits | 


oi practical religion, by a faith that over- 


But although | 


_ influences of divine internal light, that 


they referred their origin—their separa- 
tion from the world, and their testimo- 
nies. This it was that imparted to the 
life, character, conduct, and religious te- 
nets of this people, a striking anomaly—a 


| marked distinction, from all others: it 


was this, in short, which constituted them 
what they were. This was their “cloud” 
by day, and their “ pillar of fire” by night. 

The Society of Friends in Europe, ap- 


cometh the world: and there can be lit- | 
tic doubt, that if the laws perinitted it, 


| 


persecution of these would be carried to | 


budily inflictions. Such has been the spi- | 
rit of ortiiodoxy, in every sect, and such — 
it will a/ways remain to be. Let the peo- 
pie not look up to their leaders, or rulers, | 
in the church, for reform; this seldom | 
begins there. It is among these that de- 
generacy and corruption commonly enter 
first, witness the Scridcs and Pharisees, 


pears to have reached the zenith of its 
glory, and its strength, about the close of 
/ the seventeenth century. In the year 


| 1691, there were in England and Wales, 


151 monthly meetings;* each of these 
being composed of from four to six meet- 
ings for worship,t would make the meet- 
ings, or congregations, equal to 755, ta- 
king 5 asthe average number for each 


| monthly meeting. It is presumed that a 


and they are the to yield to reform. ] | 


(Continued from fr. 146 * 


In the London Yearly Epistles, we do 
not find, for the first thirty years, i.e. | 
from 1675 to 1706, one single recommen- | 
dation to read the Scriptures. It ought — 
not to be inferred, however, that during | 
this period, the Scriptures were neglect- 
ed ; but from the very frequent and ur- 
gent advices sent forth in these Epistles | 
to wait on the Holy Spirit, or light with- 
i, and to attend to its leadings and point- 
ins, and tothe spreading and reading of 
such of the writings of Friends, as treat- 
el on this divine principle, we at once 
perceive, that their whole foundation was 
built on it ; and that they considered it as 
an aidl-sufficient mswrunreat in the work 
Of salvation, and therefore far transcend- 


very considerable addition was made 
to this list, in the years immediately suc- 
ceeding, as in the Epistles of this time, a 
great increase is noted, more especially 
in that of 1694, which says—*We are 
greatly comforted with the many living 
testimonies, and accounts, out of the re- 
spective counties of England and Wales, 
of Truth’s prosperity, Friends in love, 
unity, and peace, and a great openness 
and increase in many farts: Blessed be 
the name ofthe Lord.” Soon after this, 
the sources of conviction, seem as though 


| they had begun to dry up, and marks of a 


declension became more and more mani- 
fest. 


From the year 1650 (the origin of the 
Society) to 1687, was a time of ceaseless 
and unrelenting persecution. About /f- 
teen thousand members suffered during 


* Book of Epistles, p. 56. 
| Penn’s Rise and Progress. 


RELIGIOUS PUBLICATIONS. 


this period,* either in loss of goods, or 


imprisonment, (generally both;) and a 


considerable number of them died in the 
Jails. ‘Thus was verified, the truth of the 
ancient maxim: “ Cruore sanctorum ec- 
clesia rigatur”—(the church is watered 
by the blood of the saints) for the time 
of the greatest prosperity of the Society, 
was that also of the hottest persecution. 
In 1687 liberty of conscience was declar- 


ed, and persecution ceased. This event || 


is noticed in the Epistle of that year as 
follows: 


“ Having great cause to bless and praise 


Almighty God for his continued goodness | 


and renewed favours unto us (a deep and 
weighty sense whereof lives upon our 
spirits, and hath been upon this meeting, 
to the opening, and tendering the hearts 
of many in renewed love and thanksgiv- 
ing to the God of our mercies, and bro- 
therly kindness and tender affection one 
towards another, and towards all the 


| 


a friend. irom the same froific pen, en- 
titled, “ Essays on the evidences, doctrines, 
and practical operation of Christianity.” 
London, 1825. 

In the preceding works of J. J. Gurney, 
we presented clear evidences of the de- 
parture of the writer from the princi- 
ples and doctrines, as held by his prede- 
cessors ; and we may now add, that the 
fopularity of these writings among the 
hireling clergy of that country, offers it- 
self as a confirmation of our opinion: The 
“ Observations on the religious feculiari- 
ties of the Society of Friends,” having al- 
ready reached the fifth edition; and the 
“Letter on the authority, purpose, and 
effects, of Christianity,” the ¢weniieth 
edition ! 

Consistent Quakers, in writing and 
preaching on these subjects formerly, 


were persecuted to the loss of ail their 


worldly substance, their liberties, and 


even their lives: nor could they touch 
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whole family and heritage of our God, | upogthem now in England, adhering to 
whoare truly made partakers of his good- | their princifiles, without great offence to “iy 
ness in the land of the living:) finding | the priesthood, and the corrupt rulers of i 
ourselves greatly engaged to return sin- | that nation: because they would have to 
cere and hearty thanksgiving to the Lord, || set forth, as heretofore, the iniquity of 
for the present enjoyment of peace and || sythes, and church establishments, and ie 
liberty openly to worship and serve him, |! cruel oppression of the rulers; from aia 


and mutuallv to edify one another in the 
congregations of his people; we pray 
God, that by the operation of the same 
spirit of love and life, all Friends may be 
like-minded with us to improve so great 
and eminent a mercy, with tender, hum- 
ble, and thankful hearts ; and that by the 


assistance of his grace, they may walk | 


which causes, many thousands of the 
population of the kingdom, are in a state 
of actual starvation, dying of hunger, and 
of epidemic diseases, the consequence of 
privation : and robbery and all manner of 
crime pervading the nation, the poor be- 


. ing impelled to acts of violence by dire 
necessity. No consistent Quaker, we as- 


worthy of the same, to his glory, and the | sert, if he preached or wrote at all, on the 


renown of his Name, who is worthy for- | 


_“nurpose and effects of Christianity,” 
ever and ever.” ‘could do it, without pointing out these f 
| abuses, and hence, forfeiting, if not his (i 
SPIRIT OF _ liberty, as formerly, at the least, his /ofi- rf 
RELIGIOUS PUBLICATIONS. : ularit y with the clergy, the nobility, and | 
Two works of Joseph Jno. Gurney, were, |, theseioan ara b aI 
some*time ago, noticed in the Berean. | But how do matters stand A member y 
Another large octavo volume of nearly } of the Society of oem has w ae a ag 
600 pages has lately been handed to us by | luminously on the * doctrines, ‘the pur- § 
pas® y y | pose,” “ the effects.” and “ practical ope- yj 


_ ration of Christianity”: and he and his 
* See Besses’ Sufferings. Accurate ac- |, Society have thereby “ found favour” in 
counts were kept by each meeting, of the | the sight of a corrupt priesthood ; a dis- Hh 
suffering cases within its precints, and |, 


forwarded every year, to the general | Sipated, profligate nobility, and an op- i 


Meeting in London, where they were | pressive government !!! a 
“Is not this the fast that I have cho- 


carefully recorded. 
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SCRIPTURAL INQUIRIES. 


sen? to loose the bands of wickedness, 
to undo the heavy burdens, and to let the 
oppressed go free, and that ye break eve- 
ry yoke? Is it not to deal thy bread to 
the hungry, and that thou bring the poor 
that art cast out to thy house? When 
thou seest the naked that thou cover him” 
—“Pure religion, and undefiled before 
God, and the Father, is this, to visit the 
f :therless, and the widows, in their affiic- 
tina, arid to keep himself unsfotted from 
the world.” Isa. ch. 58.—James ch. 1. 


Has our author taken up the pen to en- 
force these practical things? Does he 


raise his voice against the “anti-chris- 
tian yoke of tythes”—against the haugh- 
ty bishops of the Establishment, with 
their one, two, and three hundred thou- 
sand dollars a year, extorted from the 
famished mouths of the hungry, and the 
naked? Against the hundreds of far- 
sons, whoemploy journeymen to do their 
work, that they may enjoy the eard-table, 
the chace, or loiter at the festive beard, 
or stroll over the European continent? 
Has he shown, in short, the fractical na- 
ture of true religion, and applied it home 
tothe present state of the English peo- 
ple—how Christianity operates by worRKS, 
and how, in thus working, it would put 
down the hireling priests; the profligate 
nobles; correct all abuses; remove all 
oppression, and keep all, and especially 
Quakers, “unspotted from the world”? 
Far from it. His concern has been to 
prove what God has made se/f-evident to 
all his rational family, viz. that Christiani- 
ty is ¢rave. He has Jaboured to show that 
the miracles performed some thousands 
of ycars ago, were true miracles; and 
that the prophecies were true prophe- 
cies; ancl, more especially, that true and 
saving faith consists in believing that onE 
IS THREE; thatthere is a “spiritual adver- 
sary”—that “the Holy Ghost is a person” 
—that “our bodies” will be raised at “the 
last day * and that then will take place 
“ the destruction of the visible world’! 
Such are some of the subjects about 
which the author has employed his labo- 
rious pen. Subjects, long since exhaust- 
ed, and about which hundreds of volumes 
have been written, with little other effect 
than setting the world by the ears, and 
proving the strength of the faith of the 


combatants, and the weakness, or rather 
nullity of their religion. 

What advantage the author appre- 
hended would resuit, from travelling over 
ground, so often trod before, is difficult to 
perceive. One fact it clearly developes, 
viz. that the writer has left the standard 
erected by George Fox, and his cotem- 
poraries, as it respects several /eading 
points, and rallied under that of the 
Church of England. ‘This will be made 
plain to our readers, in a brief examina- 
tion, which we design to make, of this 
singular production. 


FOR THE BEREAN. 
SCRIPTURAL INQUIRIES. 


* No man taketh it (my life) from me, 
but Ilay it down of myself: Ihave pow- 
er to lay it down, and I have frower to 
take it again. THIS COMMANDMENT 
HAVE I RECEIVED OF MY FATHER.” Jno. 
x. 18. 

I have heard ¢rinitarian preachers ad- 
vance the above text to prove the unde- 
rived divinity and power of Jesus, but 
very improperly omitting the last part 
of it, viz. “ This commandment have I 
received of my Father.” This latter 
clause, so far qualifies what goes before, 
as to make the whole harmonize with the 
plain and positive declarations quoted in 
my last number, and with many others 
which I think it annecessary to cite, prov- 
ing the entire defiendence of the Messiah 
on the One, and only “Giverof every good 
and perfect gift.” 

By the words “ of myself,” and “ I have 
power,” &c. as they are found in the 
text, we understand him to say: lama 


free agent,and am not therefore compel- 


led to submit to this violent death. Ihave 
prayed the Father to “let this cup pass 
from me,” according to “ my will,” (Mat. 
xxvi. 39—42) but he hath shown me that 
my willis not His will; and that i was 
not sent to do mine own will, (Jno. v. 30) 
and by the grace given me, (Luke ii. 40. 
Heb. ii. 9) Ihave yielded up mine own 
will, and voluntarily submitted to “lay 
down my life for the sheep,” according to 
the commandment which I have receiv- 
ed of my Father: no man, therefore, ta- 
keth it from me, dy force—but I obey the 


PROPHECY. 
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command of my Father—His will is now 
my will, and thus I lay it Gown of myself. 
In like manner, when Jesus says, “! 
came to save the world”—*I give eter- 
na] life”, I have power to forgive sins,” 
&c. &c. we do not infer that he spoke of 
himself independently of the Father, or, 
as another deity, or second person in the 
trinity ; for he had previously declared 
that, of himse/f, he could do nothing ; but 
that all these benefits were derived from 
God, through him only as the mstrument: 
agreeably to the apostle, who, when ad- 
dressing the people. thus spake of him— 
“Ye men of Israel, hear these words ; Je- 
sus of Nazareth, a man afifroved of God, 
among you, by miracles, and wonders, 
and signs, WHICH Gop DID BY HIM, in the 
midst of you.” (Acts ii. 22.) * 


FOR THE BEREAN. 
PROPHECY. 


Cdmmentators on the prophecies have, 
generally, made use of them in order to 
prove the truth of Christianity ; and in 
this they have retarded, rather than ad- 
vanced, its cause: forasthe evidences of 
the truth of Christianity, can only be es- 
tablished in the mind by what is imme- 
diatelu revealed there by the Spirit of 
God operatingiupon it, whatever may tend 
to draw it away from this main source of 
light and knowledge in divine things, 
must tend to increase darkness and uncer- 
tainty, more than to dispel them. It is, 
in fact, leaving the strongest of all evi- 
dence, for that which is comparatively 
weak and fallacious: it is turning the 
back on the splendour of the mid-day 
sun, to grope in moon-light. 

Prophecies were for the use and bene- 
fit of the people and age in which they 
were declared: and what was their ob- 
ject, but to turn mankind from the evil of 
their doings? Hence they, generally, in- 
cluded a condition, either expressed or 
implied. Jf the Jewish nation did thus 
and thus, then the blessing of heaven 
should attend them, and every kind of 
prosperity was promised and pointed out: 
but if they did otherwise, then a series of 
calamities were as plainly predicted and 


set before their eyes. We find this the 
case, not only as it regards the prophetic 
declarations of Moses, but those also of 
Isaiah, Jeremiah, and other prophets. 

At what period of the Jewish nation 
when the train of causes grew to that 
height and extent, that rendered the de- 
struction of that people, inevitable, and by 
which the dark side of prophecy—the 
destruction of their city, and their dis- 
persion, as outcasts, in the earth, was to 
be fulfilled, appears pretty clearly indi- 
cated by the Messiah’s lamentation—“ If 
thou hadst known, even thou, at least iz 
this thy day, the things which belong unto 
thy peace! But mow they are hid from 
thineeyes. For the days shall come up- 
on thee,” &c. “How often would I have 
gathered thee,” &c. vid. Luke ch. xiii. 

The Messiah was sent “to his own” — 
“to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 
It was the last visitation of divine love to 
that nation: but they “received him not.” 
Yet they cou/d have received him, though 
they “would not”: otherwise the asser- 
tions of our Saviour were false, and the 
act of sending him, amere mockery. The 
“siege” and destruction of Jerusalem was 
foreseen more than fourteen hundred 
years before the coming of Christ, (Deut. 
ch. xxviii.;) but, for the above reasons, it 
was only foreseen as conditional, in the 
same manner that the destruction of /Vin- 
evah was foreseen by Jonah. 


Now had the descendants of Abraham 
kept “the commandments of the Lord,” 
and walked “in his ways,” then the bright 
side of the prophecy would, in that case, 
have been fulfilled, viz —* The Lord shall 
establish thee an holy people unto him- 
self,as he hath sworn unto thee, if thou 
shalt keep the commandments of the 
Lord thy God, and walk in his ways. 
And all people of the earth shall see that 
thou art called by the name of the Lord, 
and they shall be afraid of thee—The 
Lord shall open unto thee his good trea- 
sure ; the heavens to give the rain unto 
thv land in his season, and to bless all the 
work of thine hand. And the Lord shall 
make thee the head and not the tai! ; and 
thou shalt be above only, and thou shalt 
not be beneath ; if that thou hearken un- 
to the commandments of the Lord thy 
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CHURCH ESTABLISMENTS. 


Ged, which { command thee this day, & 


observe andtodothem.” Deut. ch. rxviti- 


Again, the prophet Isaiah prophecyeth 
of the happy state of the Jews, on the 
condition of their obedience, about seve: 
hundred years before the advent.—* Re- 
joice ye with Jerusalem, and be glad with 


her, all ye that love her; rejoice for joy | 


with her all ye that mourn for her: that 
ye may suck and be satisfied with the 
breasts of her comolations, that ye may 
mitk out, and be delighted with the abun- 
dance of her glory. For thus saith the 
Lord, behoid 1 will extend peace to her 
like a river, and the glory of the Gentiles 
like a flowing stream.” 

Such would have been the state of Je- 


rusalem, had her people yielded even to | 


the last visitation of divine love—had they 
been willing, they wouid have been gath- 
ered “as a hen gathereth her chickens 


| 


“ft is well known that this is the gene- 
ral faith of Protestants, as well as that of 
their Mother Church, and that all par- 
‘ies in the great Catholic division, con- 
sider Constantine the Great, as the most 
eminent father, and founder of their reli- 
zion and government. 

“Is it not suprising, how any sensible 
men could avoid seeing the plain contrast 
between the spirit and works of Constan- 
tine,and those of the Primitive Christians? 
And how could any have the confidence 
to appropriate the name of the true God, 
or of Christ his Sen, to a haughty, and 
blood-thirsty Pagan, who, through scenes 
of human butchery, established himself at 
the head of a religion, of which he knew 
nothing but the name ? 

“ Where is the least resemblance of the 
innocent Jesus, even according to their 
own account; Was it in accepting the 


umler her wings”; and the crucifixion of | glory of the kingdoms of this world? 


Jesus, and the destruction of the city, with | 
the dispersion of its inhabitants, and all | 
the tra n of events predicted in relation to 
th:t people would have been read only in 
the books of the prophets; to be produ- 
ced, like the above quotations, containing 
the converse, now are, as evidences of 
the conditional nature of prophecy, of the 


| Surely here the contrast is perfect; and 


| so it continues in every branch of his pro- 


ceedings. 
“This is manifest from his coéaduct 


in spreading desolation and destruction 
_ through the empire, butchering or ban- 
ishing his former brethren, taking their 


ree agency of man, and of the falsity of | 


the doctrine of fredestination. 


SELSCTED. 


CHURCH ESTABLISHMENTS. 


“ The followers of the Orthodox Fa- | 
thers, have generally agreed, that the es- | 
tablishment of the Christian religion, so 


called, by the Roman emperors, was an 
introduction to the reign of Christ upon 
earth. ‘hey have generally agreed, that 
Constantine the Great was the man-child, 
spoken of in Revelations, who was to rule 


brought him forth, was the true church 


of Christ, which at the expiration of | 


twelve hundred and sixty years, would 


appear tu her latter-day glory ; when al) 
heresies, or false doctrines, (which are to | 
be considered as the flood of the dragon) 
should be swallowed up, and taken out of | 


the way of Catholic Truth. 


property, and coining their gold and silver 
into money for his own use—in honouring, 
and promoting the same kind of men to 
posts of honour and profit—in building 


' temples, different in name, but as magnifi- 


cent, and ornamented with as spiendid 
images, asthose which hedestroyed. And 
all this they ascribe to the mighty power 
of God, above all that ever appeared since 
the flood, Jesus and his apostles not ex- 
cepted ? 

“How is it possible that any man of 
sense could be so imposed upon as to be- 
lieve that the sacred Scriptures, written 


| by the persecuted John, was fulfilled in 


the frighted nonconformists’ hiding them- 


4} selves in the dens and in the rocks of the 
the nations: and that the church which | 


mountains, from Lord Constantine, who 
sat upon the throne of Augustus, and 
from the wrath of that wild and furious 
emperor, who first had the assurance to 
shed human blood, under the ensign of a 
cross. 

“Happily, the tree is known by its fruit: 
and therefore, we shall observe a little 
more particularly, the fruits of this great 
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revolution ; from which it appear evident, 
that it was not CAris¢, but Antichrist, who 
accepted of that temporal honour, power 
and preferment, by which he adjusted 
matters in his Catholic or Universai 
Church, so as to prepare for his unlimited 
spiritual reign.” 


« The way of true fieace and unity in 
the true Church of Christ. 


( Continued from pf. 154) 


“Now from hence these three things 
are evident. 

“1. That the kingdoms of England, 
Scotland, &c. are not the church, but the 
world, as well as the kingdoms of France, 
Spain, Hungary, &c. but in all these, and 
in all other kingdoms, the faithful, who 
are taken into union and communion with 


Christ, and with one another in him, they | 
are the church, and not the kingdoms | 


themselves. 

“2. In particular assemblies, whether 
parochial or congregational, a!] the com- 
pany that meet together bodily, and have 
outward communion in outward ordiman- 


ces, are not the church ; but those among | 


all these, that meet togetherin one faith | 


and spirit, in one Christ and God; tor 
herein only stands the true communion of 
saints, and the true church of the New 
‘Testament is to be judged hereby, and by 
no outward things whatsoever. 

«3. That it belongs not to magistrates 
and worldiy powers, to say which is the 
church, and which is notthe church; who 
do belong to it, and who do not; but it be- 
lonzs to Christ only to point out his own 
church, seeing he only knows it, and it 
only stands by his election and collection, 
and not by man’s. 

“9. The churches of men knit them- 
selves together into such societies, by some 
outward covenant or agreement among 
themseives: But the true church is knit 


into their society among themselves, by | 
being first knit unto Christ, their head; _ 


and as soon as ever they are one with him, | 
they are also one with one another in him ; 


and are not first one among themselves, | 
and then one with Christ: So that the | 
true church isa spiritual society, knit un- |! fore saith Paul,‘ Scek y¢ a proof of Christ 
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to Christ by faith, and knit to one ano- 
ther in Christ, by the Spirit, and love; and 
this makes them infinitely more one, than 
any outward covenant they can engage 
themselves in; the union wherein God 
makes us one, passing all the unions 
wherein wecan make ourselvesone. And 
so, when some believers perceive the 
grace that is given to others,they presently 
fall into one communion, without any more 
ado. Wherefore, they that are of the 
church, the body, cannot deny commu- 
nion tothem that are in true union with 
Christ, the head, whenthey do perceive 
this grace. For this is considerable in 
this matter, that we are not first one with 
the church, and then one with Christ; 
but we are first one with Christ, and 
then one with the church: Christ prays, 
John, xvi. ‘That they ail,’ that is, be- 
lievers, ‘may be in us;? So that cur 
union is not first among ourselves, and 
then with the Son, and withthe Father; 
but it is first with the Son, and with the 
Father, and then with one another in 
them: And Christ is the door, through 
which we enter ito the church, and net 
the church the door through which we 
enter into Christ; For men may join 
themselves to believers, in the use of all 
outward ordinances, and yet never be 
jomed to Christ, nor to that communion 
which believers have in Christ: but a 
nian be joined to Christ, but he is 
joined to all behevers m the world, m the 
commumorn they have with Christ, and 
with one another in iim ; which, upon all 


' occasions, he enjoys with them, wherever 


he meets with them. So that the true 
church is knit up together into body and 
society, by one fanh and spirit; the 
churches of men by an outward covenant 
or agreement only. 

“10. The churches of men have hu- 
man officers, who actin the strength of 
naturai or acquired parts, who Go ail for 
the help of study, tearning,and the like; 


| But in the true church, Christ aad tne 


Spirit are the only officers, and iien oniy 
so tar as Christ and the Spirit dweli aad 
manifest themseives in tucm: and +o, 
when they do any thing Im the Churca, it 
is not they that doit, but Christ ana iis 
spanit wi them, and by them: And 
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speaking in me? which to vou-wards is 
not weak, but mighty :’ whoever is the 
instrument, Christ is the only preacher 
of the New Testament; and that which 
is the true gospel, is the ministration of 
the Spirit; for‘ holy men spake as they 
were moved by the holy spirit ;? and were 
first anointed by the Spirit, before they 
preached. 

“11. The churches of men have the 
government of them laid on men’s shoul- 
ders, whether single persons, as pope or 
archbishop ; or combined, as the general 
council, or a national assembly; but the 
true church hath its government laid only 
on Christ’s shoulders, as the prophet fore- 
told, Jsai.ix. ‘Unto usa child is born, a 
Son is given, and the government shall lie 
on his shoulders and Zach. vi. 12. ‘He 
shail build the temple of the Lord, &c. anc 
he shall sit and rule upon his throne: 
For sone can rule the true church, but he 
that built it. For ifthe church be gath- 
ered together in Christ,as the true church 
is, Christ is always in the midst of them ; 
and if Christ isever present with them 
his own self, how cometh it to pass that 
Christ may not reign immediately over 
them? Wherefore the true church reck- 
ons it sufficient authority, that they have 
Christ and his word for the ¢round of 
their practice ; and whatever they find in 
the word, they presently set upon the 
practice of it, and never ask leave, either 
of civil or ecclesiastical powers; but the 
churches of men do will nothing without 
the authority of the magistrate or assem- 
bly, though it be never so clear in the 
word of God: For in their religion, they 
regard the authority of men, more than 
the authority of God. 

“12. The churches of men are still set- 
ting themselves one above another; but 
the assemblies of the true church are all 
equal, having Christ and the Spirit, equal- 


ly present with them, and in them ; and, 
therefore, the believers of one congrega- 
tion cannot say, they have power over 
the believers of another congregation ; 
secing all congregations have Christ and 


subject to Christ and the Spirit in another 
congregation: asif Christ and the Spirit 

in several places, should be above and un- 

der themselves. But Christ, in each as- 

sembly of the faithful, is their head ; and 

this head they dare not leave, and set up 

a fleshly head to themselves, whether it 
consist of one, or many men: seeing anti- 

christ doth as strongly invade Christ’s 
headship in many, as in one man; in a 
council as in a pope. 

“Lastly: Against the churches of men, 
the gates of hell (which are sin and death) 
shall certainly prevail: but the true 
church of Christ, though the gates of hell 
do always fight against it, yet they shall 
never prevail against it; as Christ hath 
promised, ‘ Upon this rock I will build 
my church, and the gates of hell shail not 
prevail against it,’ Matt. xvi. 18 

“In these things, among others, the true 
church of Christ differs from the churches 
of men: by which we may clearly see, 
that the true church is not an outward 
and visible society, or corporation, neither 
can it be pointed out by the finger, lo here, 
or lo there ; seeing it is not confined to 


| any certain place, time, or person, but is 


wholly a spiritual and invisible society, 
(as I have said) that is assembled in the 
Son and in the Father, who are the wue 
pale and circumference of this church; 
and out of whom, no part of it is to be 
found.” 


“ Revival of Religion in a Military 
Acadamy. 


“By a letter from a Cadet of the Mili- 
tary Academy at West Point, which has 
appeared in several Newspapers, we are 
informed that considerable attention to 
religion among the Students, has been ex- 
cited by the instrumentality of the Profes- 
sor of Ethics. Implying that the protes- 
sor has some opposition to encounter, the 
letter says.— 


“«He has however, fought manfully 
in the cause, and succeeded in converting 


his Spirit alike among them, and Christ 
hath not anv where promised, that he will 
be any more with one than with another. 


| 


five or six, and throwing serious impres- 
sions over many more; and I think I may 
say the whole corps has been more or less 


| 


And so Christ and the Spirit in one con- | affected. wo have received baptism af- 


-§regation, are not subjected, neither are |! ter Episcopalean ceremony, whichis im~ 
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pressive when witnessed for the first time. 
The subjects waiked out from among 
their comrades intothe aisle in full uniforn: 
—and one of them, having on his beits 
and side arms, knelt and audibly assisted 
in the ceremony, by responding to the 
minister. Both of these belong to the 
present first class, and one of them has a 
very respectable standing.’ 

«“ We are not disposed to scoff at revi- 
vals oi religion, wherever they may occur, 
or whoever may be the subjects—nor to 
disparage a work which may be good, 
though accompanied with deplorable in- 
congruities. We wish however to lead 
people to reflect on the improper and dis- 
corjant associations which abound in 
Christendom. 

“In the narrative before us we behold 
two voung men, who had been studying 
the science of manslaughter, publicly 


avowing that they had become the disci- |; 


ples of Him who ‘came not to destroy 
men’s hves but to save them.’ Yet in 


this solemn act they appear ‘in full uni- | 


form,’ as military men, ‘and one of them 
with belts and side-arms'’ Had their ob- 
ject been to avow themselves converts to 
the Mahometan fuith, this martial array 
wouid have corresponded with their pro- 
fession. For Mahomet was a_ military 
chieftain, who propagated his religion by 
weapons of death, and who promised hea- 
ven to those who should die fighting, in 
his sanguinary battles. But the founder 
of the Christian religion was a very dif- 
ferent character. He was the prince of 
Peace—meek, lowly, benevolent, and for- 
giving. He accordingly promised bles- 
se<diness—not to the haughty, the revenge- 
ful, and the wa1-maker, but to the humople 
the meek, and the peace-makers. What 
can tiie military uniform and ‘side arms’ 
have to do in avowing subjection to such 
a Prince? Notwothings are more op- 
posed to each other than thefighting spirit 
and the spirit of Jesus Christ. Why then 
should the symbols of affections so oppo- 


site be associated in the ceremonies of the 
Christian religion ? 


“ Without deviating from the spirit and |, 


example of the founder of their religion, 
the Mahometans may indulge the spirit of 
war—zglory in the feats of war, and asso- 
ciate the feelings and the symbols of war 


with their religious services. But when 
Christians do thus are they not, in these 
things, followers of Mahomet rather than 
of Messiah ? 

“ But are the two Cadets alone in such 
imconsistency? No, verily. Thousands 
and tens of thousands of older professors, 
and even Ministers of the Gospel, have 
been equally inconsistent. By giving pop- 
ularity to war and every thing military, 
the people ot Christendom have rendered 
their religion a heterogeneous compound 
of Paganism, Mahometanism, and Chris- 
tianity. Military feelings and Military 
feats are in as high repute among proefes- 
sed Chritsians, as among Mahometans, 
Pagans, or Savages. Hence the spirit of 
war and its symbols and instruments be- 
come associated with the solemn services 
of the Christian religion. 

“Should we now read for the first time 

in some ancient history that Jesus came 
| to John to be baptised, arrayed in military 
| uniform, with ‘belts and side-arms ;? wha 
would not pronounce the narrative a vile 
| forgery on account of its contrariety to all 
| that has ever been known of the charac- 
ter ofthe Messiah? Though he is called 
‘the CapTaln of our Salvation,’ his char- 
acter, his spirit, and his objects were the 
reverse of every thing military ; and such 
ought to be the character, the spirit, and 
| the objects of all who assume the name 
| of his disciples. If such were now the 
| fact, wars would be known no more in 
| Christendom, and the science of human 
slaughter would be -tudied no more among 
Christians. 

“Nothing in the preceeding remarks 
has been intended to imply a want of sin- 
cerity in thetwo Cadets. They probably 
acted according to the light they obtained. 
They had grown up ina military wovid, 
surrounded by the examples of mid:ary 
Christians ! We hope the day isnot far 
distant when the spirit of the Christian 
reiigion shall be better understood by its 
Ministers and its professors—when it 
shall be known that the military spirit is 
not the spirit of Christ, and that ‘he who 
has not the spirit of Christ is none of his.’ ”” 

Friend of Peace. 


= 


“No religion can be true, that has not 


the well-being of mankind equally for ite 
object.” 
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THE CRUSADES. 
TAKING OF JERUSALEM. 


“On the third day after their arrival 
at Ramula, the soldiers and people took 
the road to Jerusalem, and soon reached 
the town which, in the history of its sa- 
cred and its Roman days, had assumed 
the different names of Emmaus and Ni- 
copolis. ‘The holy city was then in view ; 
every heart glowed with rapture; every 
eye was bathed in tears. The word Je- 


rusalem was repeated in tumultuous won- | 
der by a thousand tongues; and those who | 
first beheld the blessed spot, called their | 
friends to witness the glorious sight. All | 
passed pains were forgotten ; a moment’s 


happiness outweighed years of sorrow. 
In their warm imaginations the sepuichre 
was redeemed, and the cross triumphed 
over the crescent. But with that rapidi- 
ty of thought which distinguishes minds 


when strongly agitated by passion, the | 


joy of the stranger, and the fierceness of 
the warrior, were changed ina moment 
for religious ideas and feelings. Jerusa- 
lem was the scene of the resurrection of 
Christ : and, therefore, the subject of ho- 
ly rejoicing ; but it was the place of his 
sufferings also; and true devotion, full of 
self-abasement and gratitude, is as strong- 
ly affected by the causes and circum- 
stances as the consequences of the Great 
Sacrifice. The soldier become in an in- 
stant the simple pilgrim; his lance and 
sword were thrown aside; he wept over 
the ground which, he said, his Saviour had 
wept over; and it was only with naked 
feet that he could worthily approach the 
seat of man’s redemption. 

“Of the millions of fanatics who had 
vowed to rescue the sepulchre from the 
hands of the infidels, forty thousand only 
encamped before Jerusalem: and of these 
remains of the champions of the cross, 
twenty-one thousand five hundred were 
soldiers, twenty thousand foot and fifteen 
hundred cavalry. ‘The destruction of 
more than eight hundred thousand Eu. 
ropeans had purchased the possession 
of Nice, Antioch, and Edessa. It was not 
from any dread of the Turks that the ar- 
mies oi the Christi.ns were so numcrous, 
but as religious feeling, and not political 


necessities, had convulsed the world; as 
the war proceeded from the people and 
not from the rulers alone, no regulation 
ot princes could limit the number of war- 
riors. A moderate force would have 
been far more powerful than such unpar- 
alleled swarms: it would have been more 
easily supported, and its compactness 
would have defied assault. No certain 
conclusions as to comparative military 
desert can be drawn from the battle of 
Dorylem ; but the engagement with Ker- 
boga at Antioch shows that however ex- 
hausted the Latins might have been, yet 
their heroic courage and fanatical spirit 
could not be successfully opposed by myr- 
iads of Moslem votaries. Famine was 
the active agent of death in the first c:u- 
sade. The soldiers had heard from pre- 
ceding pilgrims the horrors of the land 
journey from Europe to Jerusalem : yet 
so great was their contempt of the ene- 
my, and so presuming their confidence in 
the miraculous interposition of Provi- 
dence, that their reiigious and military 
ardour was seldom checked by consider- 
ations of policy. The great leaders, in- 
deed, took the wise measure of endea- 
vouring to gain the friendship and aid of 
Alexius, and with tnat object before them, 
they were justified in halting at Nice. 
But after the subjugation of that city, their 
march to Jerusalem ought to have been 
direct and immediate, and the acquisition 
of Turkish territories should have been 
deferred till after the foundation of a 
Christian state in Palestine. But as the 
Crusaders approached the holy land, the 
cause of their armament was ina great 
ineasure forgotten. Ambition and ava- 
rice swayed the minds of Bohemond, 
Baldwin, and Raymond, and real religious 
enthusiasm burnt more strongly in the 
minds of the soldiers than of the leaders. 
The popular imagination was inflamed 
by fanaticism: but religion had not pro- 
duced any salutary effect on the lives of 
the people. They viewed it through the 
medium of their passions; and the grati- 
fication of their love of war they thought 
that they were performing their duty te 
God. The rabble which accompanied 
Peter were ignorant of the necessity of 
conciliating the emperor of Constantino- 
ple, anc therefore placed no restraints en 
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their ferocity. But the policy of the 
chieftains, and the religious principle of 
not injuring fellow Christians, preserved 
some order and discipline in the regular 
armies, till they had entered into the 
Turkish territories. But their crimes af- 
ter their departure from Nice were enor- 
mous. Fanaticism had stripped morali- 
ty from religion, and misery completed 
the triumph of vice over virtue. 

“ Jerusalem, at the time of the crusade, 
comprized the hills of Golgotha, Bezetha, | 
Moria, and Acra; and as Mount Sion (one | 
of the early seats of population) was not | 
enclosed within the walls, the city was | 

| 


nearly the figure of a square. The gar- 
rison consisted of forty thousand regular- | 
ly appointed Egyptian troops, command- , 
ed by Istakar, a favourite general of the 

caliph. Inthis moment of distress, the | 
peasants crowded to Jerusalem with their | 


arms and provisions, and the aggregate of | 
the armed inhabitants and countrymen 
could not be less than twenty thousand. 
The Christian tributaries were despoiled ; 
the old men, women, and children were | 
retained, but in dread of their turbulence, 
the young and vigorous were banished | 


from the city. The valleys and rockson | 
the south and the east gave Jerusaiem an | 
impregnable appearance, and the Chris- 
tians resolved to attack the more accessi- | 
ble sides of the north and west. The 
northern line, from the north-east to the 
north-west corners, was occupied by the | 
two Roberts, Tancred, and Godfrey. ‘The 
troops of Eustace joined those of his bro- 
ther, and the line on the west was con- 
cluded by the Provencals. In the course 
of the siege the count of Tholouse acd- 
vanced to Mount Sion, and wished to gain | 
a reputation for piety, by encamping op- | 
posite that part of the mount where, it | 
was supposed, the Saviour of the world 
had eaten his last supper with his dis- | 
ciples. 

“The besiegers were ignorant or care- 
less of the superior number of the enemy, | 
and confiding in the justice of their cause, | 
on the fifth day after their encampment } 


made a furious attack. Their bucklers | 
were their only defence against the | 
storms of arrows and fireballs from the | 
besieged. Their impetuous valour hur- | 


ried them through the Barbacan, and 


they reached the foot of the city walls. 
The Muselmans were defended more by 
their fortifications than their courage, and 
if the Christians had been possessed of a 
few common military engines, Jerusalem 
would have beentaken. But they fought 
with their naked swords alone, and when 
escalading became necessary, one ladder 
only was found. Some of the foremost 
mounted, and the battle was carried on at 
the top of the walls. Victory for a while 
hovered over the heads of the Christians; 


but the consternation of the Fatimites dis-_ 


sipated ; they re-assembled| quick- 
ly than their enemies could accumulate 
at the single place of attack, and the 
ramparts were soon cleared of imvaders. 
After this ebullition of savage and thought- 
iess courage, the Christians prepared 


| with some wisdom and prudence for the 


siege. The princes resoived that every 
species of military machine should be 
erected ; but the palm and the olive were 
the only trees which grew in the vicinity, 
and the propriety was more appuxrent 


| than the execution of the resoive was 


aires. till the soldiers gathered ma- 


| terials from the wood of Sichion, thirty 


miles from the camp. Some Genoese 
vessels arrived at Jaffa, and under an es- 


| cort of the main army, their crews reach- 


ed Jerusalem. ‘The Italians were well 
skilled in the useful arts, and assisted by 
Gaston of Bearn, they erected more for- 
midable machines than the rude soldiers 


_could have raised. The catapuit was te 


assault, the vinea or sow to undermine the 
walls, but the most happy issues were an- 
ticipated from three imroense moveable 
towers. Each tower had three stories ; 
the lowest near the ground, the second on 
a level with the ramparts, and the third 
was much more elevated. The soldiers 
on each floor were armed with the sword, 
the bow, and hand mangonel. A few days 


| only were occupied in these preparations ; 
| but the privations of the Christians were 


more severe than their labour. Hunger 
had been the great calamity before An- 


4 tioch, and drought was the scourge in the 
| camp round Jerusalem. The naked 


stones of the Siloe mocked their wants, 
and the bed of the Cedron is in summer 
an unwholesome morass. F.very fonn- 
tain and receptacle of water had been de- 
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stroyed vy the emir. The people eager- 
ly watched for the appearance of dew; 
they dug holes in the ground, and pressed 
their mouths to the damp clod. Many 
abstained from food, in hope of mitigating 
by hunger the pain of thirst. The chief- 
tains indeed had their wants occasionally 
relieved by the Christians of Bethlehem 
and other towns; but those who had no 
gold to commute for water, were compel- 
led totravel several miles from the camp 
in search of springs, exposed to the flying 
squadrons of the Moslems. 

“When the towers and other works 
were completed, a day was appointed for 
ageneral assault. But Godfrey changed 
his place of attack, and transported his 
great tower from the north-west to the 
part of the north-eastern side of the walls, 
which was between the gate of Herod 
and that of St. Stephen. The fortifica- 
tion was low ; but the surrounding ditch 
was so deep, that the Muselmans were 
justified in not placing their soldiers in 
that quarter. Raymond’s machine too 
was not brought to the walls; and much 
remained to be done before Godfrey could 
make an attack. Three days were spent 
in filling up the trench: the aid of the 
Genoese seamen was most efficacious ; 
and all were further stimulated to exer- 
tion by the donation of a piece of money 
to every one who cast three stones into 
the hollow. At the close of the military 
preparations religion claimed her dues. 
Misery had produced disorder and crime; 
and the clergy complained that, in the 
short space of a month, the character of 
the Christian soldiers before Jerusalem 
had become as immoral as it had been in 
the long and painful siege of Antioch. 
Superstition was as active as vice ; and it 
was not a sing!e imposition which could 
make the people question the truth of 
visions and dreams. Adhemar appeared 
by night to one of those priests who had 
been distinguished for his intimacy with 
the departed saints. He assured him 
that the crimes of the army had caused 
the horrible drought ; but that if the sol- 
diers would be penitent, Heaven would 
deliver the sacred city into their hands. 
The people were awed into virtue by this 
reveiation ; and the necessity of union be- 
came obvious to the chiefs. As nodevo- 


tion to God is so acceptable as charity to 
man, the gallant and disinterested ‘Tan- 
cred, in the face of the army, offered 
friendship to Raymond. After this ex- 
ample of virtue all minor feuds were 
hushed, and concord and piety reigned 
throughout the camp. Peter the Her- 
mit, and Arnold, exhorted the Croises to 
all religious and martial virtues. The 
soldiers, completely armed, made a holy 
procession round the walls. The clergy, 
with naked feet, and bearing images of 
the cross, led them in the sacred way. 
Cries of ‘Deus id vult!’* rent the air; 
and the people marched to the melody of 
hymns and psalms, and not to the sound 
of drums and trumpets. On Mount Oli- 
vet and Mount Sion they prayed for the 
aid of Heaven in the approaching con- 
flict. The Saracens mocked these ex- 
pressions of religious feeling by raising 
and throwing dirt upon crucifixes; but 
these insults had only the effect of pro- 


| ducing louder shouts of sacred joy from 


the Christians. The next morning every 
thing was prepared for battle ; and there 
was no one who was not resolved either 
to die for Christ, or restore his city to lib- 
erty. Religious zeal did not only infuse 
courage and vigour into the infirm and 
young, but even the women took arms. 
The battering-rams, the cats, and the 
towers, were impelled against the walls; 
and the Egyptians met the attack with 
darts, stones, and the Greek fire. The 
conflict raged throughout the day ; and 
strong as were the fanaticism and cour- 
age of the Christians, yet the triumph lay 
with the besieged. The great tower of 
the count of Tholouse was much injured; 
hundreds of men were slain, and, on the 
approach of darkness, the commanders 
ordered a retreat. ‘The night was spent 
in watching and alarm by Christians and 
Saracens. The walls of the city had ma- 
ny breaches in them; and the camp was 
weakly defended. But the spring of ac- 
tion was not relaxed; and when the 
morning arose, all was industry and bus- 
tle. The means both of hostility and de- 
fence were repaired. Every Christian 
seemed fresh and fierce ; the towers were 
manned with choice drawn cavaliers ; 
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some mounted the summits and second 
stories, others were at the bottom impel- 
ling the immense masses. The batter- 
ing-rams were put into motion; and such 
Croises as were not attached to some of 
these engines, were stationed at a dis- 
tance, to cover by their darts and ar- 
rows the attack of their friends. The be- 
sieged repaired their mural breaches, got 
ready their fire, their oiling oil, and all 
the dreadful stores of war. For several 
hours expectation stood in horror for the 
issue of the raging conflict. About noon 
the cause of the western world seemed to 
totter on the brink of destruction ; and 
the most courageous thought that Hea- 
ven had deserted its people. At the mo- 
ment when all appeared lost, a knight 
was seen on Mount Olivet, waving his 
glittering shield as a sign to the soldiers 
that they should rally and return to the 
charge. Godfrey and Eustace cried to 
the army that St. George had come to 
their succour. The languishing spirit of 
enthusiasm was revived, and the Crusa- 
ders returned to the battle with pristine 
animation. Fatigue and disability van- 
ished; the weary and the wounded were 
no longer distinguishable from the vigor- 
ous and active ; the princes, the columns 
of the army, led the way, and their ex- 
ample awoke the most timid to gallant 
and noble daring. Nor were the women 
tohe restrained from mingling in the fight: 
they were every where to be seen in these 
moments of peril and anxiety, supporting 
and relieving their fainting friends. In 
the space of an hour the Barbacan was 
broken down, and Godfrey’s tower rested 
against the inner wall. Changing the du- 
ties of a general for those of the soldier, 
the duke of Lorraine fought with his bow. 
*The Lord guided his hand, and all his 
arrows pierced the enemy through and 
through. Near him were Eustace and 
Baldwin, ‘like two lions beside another 
lion.” At the hour when the Saviour of 
the world had been crucified, a soldier, 
named Letoldus of Tournay, leaped upon 
the fortifications ; his brother Englebert 
followed, and Godfrey was the third 
Christian who stood as a conqueror on 
the ramparts of Jerusalem. The glorious 
ensign of the cross streamea from the 


| burst open the gate of St. Stephen, and 


the north and north-west parts of the city 
presented many openings. The news of 
the success soon reached the ears of Ray- 
mond ; but instead of entering any of the 
breeches, he animated his troops to emu- 
late the valour of the French. Ray- 
mond’s tower had only been partially re- 
paired, the Provencals mounted the walls 
by ladders, and ina short time all Jeru- 
salem was in possession of the champions 
of the cross.”"—( Zo be concluded in our 
next. ) 


“ Without society it is impossible for 
man to be happy. Place him in a region 
where he was surrounded with every 
pleasure; yetthere if he found himself 
a solitary individual, he would pine and 
languish. They are not merely our wants, 
and our mutual dependence, but our na- 
tive instincts also, which impel us to asso- 
ciate together. The intercourse which 
we here maintain with our fellows, is a 
source of our chief enjoyments. But, alas * 
how much are these subjects allayed by 
a variety of disagreeable circumstances 
that enter into all our connections. Some- 
times we suffer from the distresses of 
those whom we love; and sometimes from 
their vices and frailties Where friend- 
ship is cordial it is exposed to the wounds. 
of painful sympathy, and to the anguish 
of violent separation. Where it is so cool 
as not to occasion sympathetic pains, it is 
never productive of much pleasure. The 
ordinary commerce of the world consists 
in a circulation of frivolous intercourse, in 
which the heart has no concern. It is 
generally insipid, and often soured by the 
slightest difference in humours or oppo- 
sition of interest. We fly to company in 
order to be relieved from wearisome cor- 
respondence with ourselves; and the vex- 
ations which we meet witn in society, 
drive us back again into solitude. Even 

among the virtuous, dissentions arise; and 
disagreement in opinion too often produces. 


| alienation of heart. We form new con- 


nexions where somewhat does not occur 
to disappoint our hopes. 


walls. ‘Tancred and the two Roberts 


\ “The beginnings are often pleasing. 
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SLAVE TRADE. 


We fatter ourselves with having found 
those who will] never give us anv disgust. 
But weaknesses are too soon discovered. 
Suspicions arise, and love waxes cold. 
We are jealous of one another, and ac- 
customed to live in disguise. A studied 
civility assumes the name without the 
pleasure of friendship; and secret animos- 
ity and envy are often concealed under 
the caresses of dissembled affection. 


“ Hence the pleasure of earthly society, 
like all our other pleasures, is extremely 
imperfect ; and can give us a very faint 
e€onception of the jov that must arise from 
the society of perfect spirits in a happier 
world. Here it is with difficulty that we 
can select from the corruptible crowd a 
few with whom we wish to associate in 
strict union. There are assembled all 
the wise, the holy, and the just, who ever 
existed in the universe ; without any dis- 
tress to trouble their mutual bliss, or any 
source of disagreement to interrupt their 
perpetual harmony. Artifice and con- 
cealment are unknown there. There no 
competitors struggle, no factions contend, 
no rivals to supplant each other. The 
voice of discord never rises, the whisper 
of suspicion never circulates, among these 
innocent and benevolent spirits. Each 
happy in himself, participates in the hap- 
piness of all the rest; and by reciprocal 
communications of love and friendship, at 
once receives from and adds to, the sum of 
general felicity. 


“Review the memory of the most af- 
fectionate friends with whom you were 
blessed in any period of your life; divest 
them ofall those which adhere to the hu- 
man character. Recall the most pleasing 
and tender moments which you ever en- 

oyed in their society; and the remem- 
brance of those sensations may assist you 
in conceiving that felicity which is pos- 
sessed with the saints above. The hap- 
piness of brethren dwelling together in 
unity, is, with great justice and beauty. 
compared by the Psalmist, to such things 
as are most refreshing to the heart of m.., 
tothe fragrancy of the richest odours, anc 
to the reviving influence of soft etheria’ 


dews.” 


— 


STATE OF THE SLAVE TRADE. 
From the Eclectic Review. 


“The Netherlands, Spain, France, and 
every civilized kingdom, with the excep- 
tion of Portugal and the Brazils, have put 
the slave trade without the protection of 
the law, and there is now a fair prospect, 
that, the pending treaties with the courts 
of Rio and Lisbon, will secure the formal 
abolition of the trade by those states. 
Yet, the slave trade, though declared il- 
legal, has increased, owing to the insuffi- 
ciency of the laws, and it is to be feared, 
the connivance, or at least, criminal su- 
pineness of the French, Spanish, Portu- 
guese, and Brazilian authorities. 

“But whoarethe buyers? Werethere 
no market, no demand, the supply, and 
the trade which furnishes it, might be ex- 
pected to cease of themselves. Our own 
colonies, it is to be hoped, have no indi- 
rect means of importation. The Ameri- 
can trade is stated to be seemingly ‘al- 
most extinct.” The States of Spanish 
America who were the most interested 
in the traffic, have shown an eagerness to 
disown and prohibit it. 

“The chief markets for this contra- 
band traffic in fiesh and blood, appear to 
be the Havanna and Brazil. The num- 
ber of slaves imported into Rio de Janei- 
ro in 1824, was 26,712; in 1825, 25,769 ; 
but the numbers embarked were 29,211, 
and 27,675 ; 4400 having, in the two years, 
died on the passage. The number im- 
ported into Bahia in 1824, deducting those 
which were re-exported to Rio, and are 
included in the above account, was 2609 ; 
deaths, 50 out of 3187. In the first half 
of the following year, the number im- 
ported was 1505, being in the same pro- 
portion. The returns do not give a single 
death on the passage; but there can be 
no doubt, that this part of the list 
is falsified, lest the real mortality 
should attract attention to the excessive 
tonnage. The total number annually im- 
ported into Brazil appears to be, on an 
average, considerably above 30,000; and 
the deaths on the number embarked can- 
not be taken at less than from 2400 to 
3000 more ; probably ten per cent. would 
not be too high an estimate. The nume 
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ber of slaves landed in different parts of | 


the island of Cuba in the course of the 
year 1824, is calculated at upwards of 
16,000, in forty-four vessels, French and 
Spanish. The authorities of that colony 
take no notice of these arrivals, and their 
interested and criminal negligence is se- 
conded by the connivance of the Naval 
Department, and by the apathy of the 
Spanish Government. A list is given of 


five French vessels which arrived at the | 


Port of Havanna with nearly 1500 ne- 
grees, in the first six months of 1825. 
With regard to the French slave trade, 
which has now extended to Cuba, it ap- 
pears that their traders swarm on the 
coast of Africa; and 80 ships, averaging 
about 130 tons, belonging to Nantz alone, 


are engaged in this accursed traffic, by | graphic type, faithfully imitating manu- 


which they are said to have cleared 90 
millions of francs since the Restoration. 


In fact, while the Spaniards and the Por- | 


tuguese carry their profligacy as far as 
ever, the French have become the slave | 
carriers of the Antilles.” 


HOLY ORDERS. 


* Any gentleman at present in, or about 
taking Holy Orders, may purchase from 
the author’s widow, a Lot of Origina 
Manuscript Sermons of a chaste classic 
style, on subjects doctrinal and practical, 
and such as are enjoined by the forms of 
our church, and of strictly orthodox sen- 
timents, fit either for a town or country 
audience, having received the approba- 
tion of both. 

“Sometimes parcels of Sermons in the 
lithographic type are advertised for sale. 
This type being an imitation of writing, 
sermons composed in it pass very well 
with the congregation for original com- 
positions, and the minister has the credit 
of putting forth a good discourse, the re- 
sult of the previous week’s hard study 
and preparation. The following is a lot 
of Sermons of this sort; the advertiser is 
a sly rogue, and has put his advertisement 
in Latin, which, for the benefit of those 
who do not understand that quack lingo, 
we shall render free/y into English. 


[from the Times of Oct. 7th.) 


* 4d Clero—Saxaginto conciones, nun- | 


| 


| 


quam antehac promulgate, lithographice 
impressz, fideliter MMS. imitantes, in 
usum publicum verbi divini preconum ac- 
commodatz. A Presbytero Ecclesiz An- 
glicane. Prostant venales apud R——et 
C——, bibliopolas, in vico vulgo dicto 
*TheStrand.” No. N.B. Twen- 
ty of the above are now ready for delivery 
to subscribers ; the whole will be finished 
about Christmas. 


[TRANSLATION. 


“ Very Private—To the Right Rever- 
end Fathers in God, the Venerable Arch- 
deacons, the Very Reverend Deans, and 


| other Reverend and Holy Persons, greet- 


“Entirely new. 700 Sermons, in litho- 


script, for the accomodation of the minis- 
ters of the established religion, in expound- 
ing the word of God. By a dignitary of 
the Church of England. To be sold at 
Messrs. R—— and C , booksellers, in 
the street commonly called ‘ The Strand.’ 
N.B. No questions asked. 


“ A lot of Sermons of this description 
would be invaluable, and would afford a 
comfortable maintenance to a family for 
several generations. When they have 
been used by the father, they might be 
transmitted to the son as a freehold es- 
tate. If they became stale, they might 
be sold or exchanged with a neighbour- 
ing incumbent ;—this is a common prac- 
tice among ministers who wish to indulge 
their parishioners with novelty ; they ex- 
change one old batch of sermons for 
another old batch of sermons from a dif- 
ferent part of the country! The support 
of this religion costs the Nation ten mil- 
lions annually. 


[From the Christian Baptist, printed at 
Buffaloe, Virginia.) 


“A worthy Divine from some theolo- 
gical school in New England, but now an 
elderly preacher, not long since sojourned 
ali night with an acquaintance of mine in 
the Western Reserve. By some sad mis- 
fortune he dropped a roll of ser mons 
which contained his whole system of di- 
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POETRY. 


vinity. It was picked up in the fields of 
his host, and some of the youngsters, not 
knowing but they had found a treasure, 
set about examining itscontents. Itprov- 
ed to be a collection of thirteen or fifeen 
scrmons in manuscript. On one page, by 
way of memorandum, for the use and ben- 
efit of the preacher, he had noted down 
the times and places in which each of the 
sermons was pronounced. It appeared 
that those sermons had been repeated in 
different times and places from 15 to 53 
times, thusaveraging 34timeseach. Now 
allowing one of them for each Sunday in 
a year, the stock had served him from 
nine to ten years; and at the usual price 
of six dollars fur each delivery, this little 
roll had brought him ina revenue of 2856 
dollars. Truly, they were very valuable 
sermons! My informant saw the roll and 
the memorandum, and mentioned that the 
dates of some of them were, if lremember 
right, 13 yearsold. Heis a man of truth, 
and I doubt not but that it is an unvar- 
nished fact. Alas, for the times and sys- 
tems which give birth tosuch a scheme 
of miserable hypocrisy !” 


THE SUNBEAM. 


BY MRS. HEMANS. 


Thou art no lingerer in a monarch’s hall ; 

A joy thou art, and a wealth to all— 

A bearer of hope unto Jand and sea; 

Sunbeam! what gift has the world like 
thee ? 


Thou art walking the billows and Ocean 
smiles ; 

Thou hast touch’d with glory his thou- 
sand isles! 

Thou — lit up the ships and the feathery 

oam, 

‘And gladden’d the sailor, like words from 

home. 


To the solemn depths of the forest shades, 
Thou art streaming on through her green 
arcades, 


And the —— leaves that have 
caught thy glow, 

Like the fire-flies glance to the pools 
below. 


1 look’d on the mountains—a vapour lay, 


\ 


| 


— 
Folding their heiv bts ja its dark crray 
Thou brokest torti—and the mist became 
A crown and a mantle of living flame. 


I look’d on the peasant’s lowly cot— 

Something of sadness had wrapt the 3 

But a gleam of thee on its 

And it = into beauty at that bright 
spe 


To the earth’s wild places a guest thou 


art, 
Flushing the waste like the rose’s heart ; 
And a not, from thy pomp, to 
A tender light on the ruin’s head. 


Thou takest through the dim church- 
aisles thy way, 
And from twilight flash forth 
ay, 
And its high pale tombs, with their tro- 
phies old, 
Are bathed in a flood as of burning gold. 


And thou turnest not from the humblest 
grave, 

Where a flower to the sighing winds may 
wave; 

Thou scatter’st its gloom like the dreams’ 
ot rest, 

Thou sleepest in love on its grassy breast. 


Sunbeam of summer! oh! what is like 
thee ? 

Hope of the wilderness, joy of the sea!— 

One thing is like thee, to mortals given, 

The faith, touching all things with the 
hues of Heaven. 


AGENTS FOR THE BEREAN. 

Webb,Gene1- 
al Agent. 

BattimorE, Md. Benjamin Lundy, edi- 
tor of the “Genius of Universal Eman- 
cipation,” No 12, Light street. 

Darsy, Pa—John H. Andrews. 

CuEsTER, Pa.—Edward Darlington, esq. 

Lonpon-GroveE, Pa.— William Chandler. 

CANTWELL’s BripGE, Del—David Wil- 
son. 

SmyRNA, Del.—Jacob Pennington, P.Me 

New-Brunswick, N.J.—Robdert Bass. 

WaAYNESVILLE, O.—Noah Haines, P.M 

RIcHMOND, Ind.—Robert Morrison,P.M.. 

Woopsury, N. J.—Josenh Saunders 

SALEM, N. J.—John Mason. 

Wricustown, N.J.—John Pancoast. 

SwEEDsBorouGH, N.J.—Josenh Ogdeg. 

Ohio.--- Rod. Way. 

ALExANDRIA, D. C.—Wm. Stabler. 


PUBLISHED EVERY OTHER TUKSDAY, AT $2 PER ANNUM, HALF YEARLY IN ADVANCE. 


